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REFERENCES 


TO THE 


PLAN OF THE FORTIFICATIONS, &c. 
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1 Alcove, or Pemberton's Parlour. 
2 Abbey-gate. 
3 Bars-gate, * 
4 Bridge-gate. 
5 Bridge-ſtreet. * 
6 St. Bridget's church. 
7 Cathedral. 
$ Caſtle. 
9 Cow-lane. 
10 Cow-lane-gate, -or Turnpike. 
11 Eaſtgate. 
12 Eaſtgate-ſlreet. 
13 Foregate-ſtreet. 
14 Flankers onthe River. 
15 Flankers at Flookerſbrook. 
16 Flankers at Further Northgate-ſtreet, 
17 Flankers facing Stone-bridge. 
18 Further Northgate-ſtreet, 
19 Further Northgate- ſtreet turnpike. 
20 Further Abbey-gate. 
21 Gun Mount, 
22 Horn-lane. 


23 Horn-lane 


REFERENCES, &c. 


23 Horn- lane mount. 
24 Horn- lane flanker. 
25 St. John's church. 
26 St. John's church- yard battery. 


27 Juſting Croft; à place for juſts, tilts, and taus- 


naments. 
a8 Kaleyard-gate. 
29 Morgan's mount. 


30 Mount in the lane leading to Stone-bridge, for- 


merly the road to the Marſh. 

31 St. Mary's church. 0 
32 St. Michael's church. 
33 St. Martin's church. 
34 Northgate. 
35 Newgate. 
36 New Tower. 
37 Northgate-ſtreet. 
38 St. Olave's church. 
39 Out-works on the hill at the Little Rood- eye. 
40 Phoenix Tower. 
4r Phoenix Tower mount, 
42 St. Peter's church. 
43 Reed's mount. 
44 Raiſed ſquare platform on the Walls. 
45 Sadler's Tower, 
46 Trinity church. 
47 Dr. Walley's mount. 
48 Water Tower. 

49 Watergate, 
o Watergate-ſtreet, 
« Walls. 
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Donic the civil war between thz King 
and Parliament, the city of Che/ter 

was firm to the King, by the vir- _ 
tue of the inhabitants, and intereſt of the 
Biſhop ; but more by the reputation and dex- 
terity of his ſon, Mr. Orlando Bridgman,* a 
lawyer of great eſtimation; who, not only 
informed them of their duty, and encouraged 
them in it, but upon his credit and eſtate (both 
which were very conſiderable) ſupplied them 


B with 


* Afterwards Sir Orlando Bridgman, made Lord- 
Keeper of the Seals anno 1667. | 
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with whatever was neceſlary for their defence. 


The war having now commenced, it was 
thought neceſſary to fortify this city; 
"a and the corporation called an aſſembly 
for that purpoſe, on Friday the third of Fe- 
bruary, 1643. An exact copy of the ori- 
ginal record is given on the oppolite page, 
wherein is a liſt of the corporation of that 
time, Thoſe marked * were preſent at this 
aſſembly. | 

The outworks and intrenchments were car- 
' ried on with ſuch vigour, that in the beginning 
of the nex! Summer, the mud walls, mounts, 
baſtions, Oc. were all completed, The out- 
works commenced at the Alcove + on the city 
walls, which lies between the Water-tower 
and the Northgate ; and proceeded towards 
the ſtone bridge leading to Blacon, then inclin- 


ing to the north-eaſt, took in the utmoſt limits 


1 Now known by the name of Pemberton's Parlour. 


ATT an afemblic houlden in the Common-hall of Pleafe, upon Friday 
the third day of February,.-William Ince, Maior, civit, Ceſtr, Anno 
Domini 1643.— Anno Rex Caroli Decimo ct. 

*William loce, maior 


James Earl of Derby *William Crompton] ſhe» *Edw, HallwoodNeave- 
John Earl of Rivers John Johnſon ] riffs Wm. Bennett Jlookers 


Sir Thomas Smith, knt. *Hugh Whitebead Peter Goole 
Robert Brerewood, re- Thomas Humpbreyes *William Gregory 
corder of Cheſter #® john Alderley *Edmund Willams 
William Gamull, ald. Robert Ince Alexand Byrd 
Nicholas Ic, ald, Richard Broſter William Hincke 
Richard Dutton, Id. William Jones Peter Ince 
»Chrillopher Bleaſe, ald *William Parnell *Chriſtopher Berneard 
*Charles Mallory, ald. Robert Wright John Wildinge 
„Thomas Byrd, ald. Richard Byrd *Peter Leigh 
*\William Sperke, ald. Edward Evans Willam Higgnett 
*Randle Holme, ald, Calvin Bruen John Whitbye 
Francis Gamull, ald. Edward Bradſhaw * John Leckonby 
William Edwards, ald. *Owen Hughes *Willi.im Whittle 
*[lwmas Throppe, ald. Thomas Welton Randle Davies 


Robert Sproſlon, ald. William Wilcocke Richard Spraſton 
Robert Harvie, all. William Drinkwater Lawrence Maſſey 


*Thomas Aldcrley, ald. *Richard Bradſhaw *Randle Burroughs 
Thomas Cooper, ald. * John Whittle John Brookes 
Robert Flecher, ald. *Edward Huiton *Thomas Wright 
Robert Leyceſter, ald. Thomas Motterſhead *Fdward Reynolds 
*Randlc Holme, jun. ald *Hugh Leigh Humphrie Phillipe 
Robert Anyon 


It is ordered by general conſent that the ſume George Bennett 
of five hundred pounds ſhall be forthwith aſſefſced Lawrence Flecher 
and levied upon all the inhabitants of this cittie *Hugh Mouſon 
towards the making of fortifications for the defence * ſohn Sprofton 
thereof: And for all other publique charges requi- *Richard Lea 
fe for the good of this cittie and in de ſauk of pay- Lawrence Yonge 
an<it the ſame to be levied by diſtreſſe, &c. Randle Richardſon 


Henry Yorge 
ASSESSORS, COLLECTORS, *Simon Lea 

Mr, Ald. Sparkes Mr, William Jones Richard Dickinſon 
Mr, Ald. Holme Mr, Owen Hughes *Milo Pemberton 
Mr. Richard Broſter Mr, Edward Hulton Humpt.rie Lloyd 
Mr. Hugh Leigh Mr. Thomas Motterſhead Gerrard Jones |, 
Mr. John Leckonby | *William Ball 
Mi. William MWhiule. Daniel Greatbatch 


James Ravenkrofs. 
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in the Further Northgate-ftreet; then turning 
eaſtward near Flookers-brook, encompaſſed 
Horn-lane, and all that part of the town to 
Boughton ; from whence the works were car- 
ried down to the edge of St. Fohn's Dee. 
Sept. 28. The King came to Cheſter from 
Shrewſbury, and received ſtrong aſſurances 
from the citizens of their loyalty and ſupport. 
His Majeſty departed thence much ſooner 
than he at firſt intended, owing to the ar- 
rival of a meſſenger from Prince Rupert, 
who informed him of the important advantage 
before Morceſter, and preſented him with the 


colours which had been taken from the enemy, 


Sir William Brereton, a gentleman of com- 
petent fortune in this county, and knight for 
the ſhire in Parliament (a man moſt notorious 
for an averſion the government of the church) 
came to Nantwich with a troop of horſe, and 
a regiment of dragoons, and fortified that 


place 
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place as the King's party did Chefter ; with 


the intention of protecting thoſe who were of 


his party, and under that ſhelter to encourage 
them to appear. ; 

July 18, Sir William Brereton came with 
his forces before this city, and, on the 20th, 
made a violent attack on the works, which 
were ſo reſolutely defended, that he was re- 
pulſed, and forced to retire, After that Sir 


Il illiam joined Sir Thomas Middleton, and be- 


ſieged the caſtle of Fiint ; Colonel Maſyn, 


governor for the King, held out till all provi- 
fions even to horſes failed, he then ſurrendered 


upon honourable terms, 


During the time of this ſiege, the garriſon - 
of Cheſter were buſily employed in pulling - 
down the Spittal- Boughton chapel, all the 


houſes thereahouts, and many other houſes / 


and barns in that neighbourhood, to prevent 
the 
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the enemy from harbouring in them, to the 
great annoyance of the City. 

Nov. 11. Sir William Brereton came 
with his forces to Hawarden Caſtle, five 
miles diſtant from Cheſter. Mr. Thomas Ra- 
venſcroft, of Bretton, and Mr. Jahn Alderſey, 
being then in poſſeſſion of that garriſon, re- 
ceived Sir Milliam, and his party, with every 
demonſtration of joy. Sir JVilliam now being 
poſſeſſed of this ſtrong fortreſs, and likewiſe of 
the town of ZZawarden, prevented the garriſon 
of Cheſter from receiving coals, corn, and 
other proviſions, from that neighbourhood, 
which proved a great inconvenience, | 
In the evening of the ſame day Mr. Ra- 
venſcraſt, pretending to be of the King's party, 
bad the audacity to enter the city, and apply 
to the governor for a barrel of gunpowder, 


and a quantity of match, which, as he was 
unſuſpected, were delivered to him by the ſtore- 


keeper 
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keeper of the garriſon,.* Sir William Brere- 
ton, on the Thurſday following, ſent an au- 


thoritative ſummons, from the caſtle of Ha- 
warden, to Sir Abraham Shipman, then go- 
vernor of Cheſter, expreſsly requiring him to 
ſurrender that city, adding ſome ſevere threats 
in caſe of refuſal, 
The governor ſent him in anſwer, That 
he was not to be intimidated by words, and 
Sir William muſt win it and wear it.” The 
governor then thought proper to order Hand- 
bridge ſuburbs and Overleigh-hall to be burnt 
down, to prevent the enemy from ſheltering 
themſelves there if they ſhould come to attack 
the city; and the next day he likewiſe ordered 
Bache-hall and Flooker/ſbrook-hall to be burnt 
down, for fear of affording a lodgment for the 
enemy from another quarter, 
The 


This action of Mr. Rawenſcro/t's made him 
highly eſteemed by his party 
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The ſituation of the families reſiding in the 
ſuburbs was truly deplorable; ſorced to make 
a haſty retreat from their habitations, to ſeek 
ſhelter in the houſes of the hoſpitable and hu - 
mane, who dwelt within the walls. Thus 
they were ſeparated from the deareſt ties of 
kindred, and their property deſtroyed, without 
the leaſt proſpect of redreſs; but theſe are few, 
when compared to the many dreadful conſe- 
quences attendant on civil diſoord. | 

The people within the walls were in 
nearly as diſtreſſed a ſituation, being in con- 
tinual apprehenſion of an attack from Sir 
William, but were agreeably relieved by 
receiving information of the caſtle of Hawar- 
den being beſieged by the King's party, who 
had landed at Maſtyn, in their return from 
Ireland, on an expedition to quell the diſturb- 
ances in that kingdom, 

Oa the arrival of the King's troops before 

C the 
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the caſtle of Hawarden, Colonel Marrow ſent 
them a verbal ſummons by a trumpeter, to 
which they in the garriſon ſent in return a long 
paper, in the puritanical ſtile of thoſe times, 
_ concluding thus :—' We fear the loſs of our 
<« religion more than the loſs of our deareſt , 
« blood, and being reſolved to make it good, 
« we put our lives into the hands of that God 
« who can, and we hope will, ſecure them 
« more than our walls or weapons. e 
| Colonel 


* Butler, in his Hedibras, takes notice of them 
making religion their plea for war, in the following 
lines: , 

. » . For be was of that ſtubborn crew 
Of errant ſaints, whom all men graut 
To be the true church militant ; 

Such as do build their ſaith upon 
The holy text of pike and gun; 
Decide all controverſies by 
Jafallible artillery ; 

And prove their doctrine orthodox 
By apoſtolic blows and knocks ; 
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Colonel Marrow immediately ſent the fol- 
ing reply: 

 & Gentlemen, | 

« It is not to hear you [preach that I am 
« ſent hither, but it is, in his Majeſty's name, 
«-to demand the caſtle for his Majeſty's uſe, 
« as your allegiance binds you to be true to 
« him; and not to inveigle thoſe innocent 
« ſouls that are within with you, I defire your 
«. reſolution - whether you will deliver the 
« caſtle or not.“ 


Nov. 21. A tejoinder was ſent from the 
caſtle, in much the ſame ſtyle as the former 
anſwer, intimating, «© That they were ſatisfied 
«of Colonel Marrow's diſlike to preaching, 
«that God would require blood from thoſe 

C2 | _ «-wha 


Call fire and ſword, and deſolation, 
A godly, thorough reformation, - 
Which always muſt be carried on, 
Aud ſtill be doing, never done, 
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| 

| <« who ſhed it, that they relied upon the Lord 
[| « of Hoſts,” &c. 

| Nov. 22. Sir Michael Ernley and Majc.r- 

| general Gilſon arrived with ſome additional 
'F forces from Ireland, and ſent another ſummons 
in form; but received a ſimilar anſwer to 
i the former.“ ; 
The 


A letter was ſent, with this ſummons, from 
Captain Sandford, who came with Sir Michael from 
Ireland, which, for its OO is worthy of” 
inſertions _ 

«© Gentlemen, 

te preſume you very well know, or have heard, 
e of my condition and diſpotition, and that I neither 
« give nor take quarter. I am now with my fire- 
« locks, who never yet neglected opportunities to 
| * correct rebels, ready to uſe you as I have done 
1 * the Iriſh, but loth I am to ſpill my country men's 
| ** blood, Wherefore by theſe I adviſe you to your | 
* ſealty and obedience towards his Majeſty, and to 
| # thew yourſelves ſubjects by delivering the caſtle 

| © into my hands for his Majeſty's uſe; in ſo doing 

| | «© you ſhall be received into mercy, &e. Other- 

1 « wile, if you put me to the leaſt trouble, or loſs 
| « of 


"4 - dot ö jou i L * — — X 7 = = 
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The garriſon not ſurrendering, it was 


thought neceſſary to apply to Cheſter for a re- 
inforcement ; the governor immediately called 


a council for that purpoſe, who, after ſome 
debate, came to the following reſolution : 4 
« At a council holden at the council 
« chamber, within bis Majeſty's caſtle, at 
4 Cheſter, 


© of blood, to force you, expect no quarter for 
„% man, woman, or child. I hear you have ſome 
« of our late Iriſh army in your company, they very 
« well know me, and that my firelocks uſed not to 
« parly. Be not unadviſed, but think of your 
&« liberty, for, I vow, all hopes of reliet are taken 
6 from you, and our intents are not to ſtarve you, but 
© to batter and ſtorm you, and then hang you al}, 
« and follow the reſt of that rebel crew. I am no 
„ bread and cheeſe rogue, but was ever a loyaliR, 
e and will be while I can write or name 
« THO. SANDFORD, 
« Cap. of Firelecks. 

I expect your ſpeedy anſwer, this Tueſday 
night, at Broadlane-ball, where I now am your 
% near neighbour. 
% To the Officer commanding in chief 

« at Hawarden- caſtle, and bis 

„ conſorts there.” 
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«-Chefter, this firſt day of December, 1643. 
« We, whole names are hereunto ſubſcribed, 
&« having duly weighed and conſidered the ap- 
«. plication and requeſt of Sir Michael Ernley, 
« knight, and Major-general Richard Gibſon, 
«for aid and affiftance, whereby to enable 
« them to reduce the rebel garriſon at Ha- 
« warden ; it is hereby ordered, that- on the 
« morrow, by break of day, 300 of the citi- 
« zens and train-bands, with their proper 
« officers, together with the companies of 
« Captains Thropp and Morgell, do march to 
« the aſſiſtance of the King's forces now at 
« Hawarden, and that this detachment ſhall 
« be commanded by Licutenant-colonel John 
6 Robinſon. | 
(Signed) © Abraham n Rob. 
« Cholmondeley, Win. Manwaring, Reb. 


« Brerewood, 


This worthy knight loſt his lite during the ſiege 
of 


- 
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* K- Brerewood, Tho. Cooper, Francis Gamull, 
« R, Groſvenor, Tho. Thropp, Cha. Walley. 
Dec. 2. Accordingly this reinforcement 

came to Hawarden,:and the next day a briſk 
attack being made upon the caſtle, the be- 
fieged, the day following, hung out a white 
flag. | . 
Dec. 4. They capitulated, and early the 
next morning the caſtle was furrendered to Sir 
Michael 


of Cheſcer, but we have not been able to learn the 

particular circumſtances of his death. Cloſe to the. 

north part of the Communion rails, in the choir of 

Chefler Cathedral, is a very handſome marble mo- 

nument erected to his memory by his lady. The 
following lines are part of the inſcription :— 

To the perpetual memory of the eminently loyal Bir 

„William Manwarins, eldeſt ſon of Sir Edmund 

„ Manwaring, Chancellor of the county palatine of 

„ Cheſter of the «ntient family of the Mas waringi, 

of Power, in the ſaid county.——He died in the 

| «& ſervice of his prince and country, and in defence 

„of Chefter, wherein he merited ſingular honour, 

„ for his fidelity, courage, and conduct. He died 

* + honourably, but immaturely, in the 29th year of 

his age, October gth, 1644. 
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Michael Ernley, on the following conditions : 
That they were to march out with half arms, 
two pair of colours, one flying, the other 
ſurled, and to be ſafely convoyed either to 
Vem or Nantwich, Thus was this fortreſs, 
which it was expected would have been a moſt 
troubleſome neighbour to this city, ſubdued in 
the very ſhort ſpace of three days.“ The 
party that went to their aſſiſtance returned to 


Chefter without the loſs of a ſingle man. 

A further reinforcement of ſome regiments |. 
arriving from Ireland, they marched to Beeſ- | 
ton- caſile, a great inſulated rock, compoſed - 
of ſand-ſtone, very lofty and precipitous at 


one end, and. * down 1 into the flat country. 


* 


* Hawarden being ſituated upon To great an- 
eminence, and at ſo ſhort a diſtance from the city, 
the enemy had a full view of all thoſe works which 
were oppoſite to them; this made the above fortreſs 
a great acquiſition to either party, 

+ Pennant, 
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at the other. The acceſs, about the mid- 
way of the ſlope, was defended by a great 
gateway, and a ſtrong wall, fortified with 
round towers, which was from one edge of the 


precipice to the other, acroſs the flope ; wit - 


in this cincture is a large area, perhaps four 
or five acres in extent. Near the top is the 

caſtle, defended, on this fide, by an amazing 
ditch, cut out of the live rock ; on the other, 
by the abrupt precipice that hangs over the' 
vale of Cheſhire, 
Dec. 13. A little before day-break that 
famous partizan Captain Sandford ſcaled the 
ſeep ſides of this rock, and, with only eight 
men, took it by ſurprize. | 
This fortreſs was deemed 1 0 and 
had it not been for the cowardice of the Par- 
liament governor, Captain Steel, would have ; 
ſuſtained a very tedious ſiege ; ſome of his 

men proving treacherous, he was diſmayed, ' 
D and 


% 


2 


. * - 0 


and had not courage to repulſe this daring 
veteran, but meanly ſat, down, entertained 
Sandford, and regaled his ſoldiers with ſttong 
beer; this exaſperated the Pazliament forces, 
ſo much, that when he arrived at Nantwich, 
where he and his men had liberty to march 
with their arms and colours, it was with great 
difficulty the ſoldiers could be withbeld from 
tearing him to pieces. He was immediately. 
tried, and ſoon after executed, far cowardice, 
The loſs of this fortreſs was felt very ſe- 
verely by the neighbouring gentry and farmers | 
on the Parliament fide, who had depoſited 
within its walls all their moveable effects of. 
conſequence, which, with, ammunition. and 
proviſions for a long period, now became the 
reward of the conquerors. | 
There is a tradition, in the neighbourhaod, 
that the chief of the valuables were, on the. 
approach of the enemy, flung into the deep 
draw-wells 
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draw-wells on the high and lower wards ; 
but this ſeems improbable when the ſudden 
capture of the garriſon is conſidered. 

Sir Fohn Byroir* joined them, to whom was 
given the command of this army, They 
then engaged Sir William Brereton and 
Colonel Ahtor, at Middlewich, and cut off 
near two hundred of their men, which occa- 
ſioned them to reſign Northwich ; likewiſe 
Crew-houſe, after a ſtout reſiſtance, ſurren- 
dered. Doddington-hall and Acton church 
were taken without much oppoſition. There 
was now not one garriſon in this neighbour- 
hood, that held out for the Parliament, except 
Nantwich ; which Lord Dm ſeemed deter- 
mined to reduce by a very ſudden and violent 
attack, #' - . 

D 2 Aſter 


* Afterwards created Lord Byron. 
+ For an account of which battle the reader is 
referred to the concluſion of this work 


8 & * . _ 
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After the defeat, at the battle of Nantwich 
Lord Byron, with all the horſe and Io 
the remainder of the foot, made good 
their retreat to the garriſon of Chefter, 

Feb. 13. A detachment fallied out, from 
the garriſon, to attack a party of the Parlia- 
ment forces, who had made a lodgment at 
Chri/tleton ; the battle began 'nearly Great 
Boughton, but, after a bloody engagement, 


1644 


the Parliamentarians were forced to retire. 
In this ſkirmiſh there were flain near one 
hundred and forty officers and ſoldiers of the | 
King's party, moſt of them Cheſter men. 
On the Wedneſcay following, Great Boughton | 
was burnt down to prevent the enemy from 
harbouring there, 


Prince Maurice, acciving in this ei, 
thought proper to iſſue out a precept to he 
commiſſioners here to tender the following 


proteſtation or teſt to the inhabitants: 


cc To | 
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« To the Mayor of the city of Chefter, Sir 
„ Francis Gamull, Sir William Manwar- 
« ing, Lieutenant-colonel Robinſon, Ald. 
« Tho, Gawper, Lieutenant-colonel Groſ- 
« venor, Colonel Meſtyn, Captain Thomas 
. « Thropp, Captain Morgell, or to any two 
« of them. 
„ Theſe are to will, authorize, and require 
« you, or any two of you, to adminiſter the 
* proteſtation, hereunto annexed, lately made 
« for the ſecurity of this city, to all the nobi- 
« lity, gentry, divines, citizens, and all other 
« inhabitants of this city; and to all and 
« every the officers, ſoldiers, and others, that 
« ſhall come into, or have any commerce 
« within, the {aid city: And in caſe any per- 
« ſon or perſons refuſe, deny, and will not 
te take the ſame, you are hereby required to 
« give in a liſt of the names of all and every 
« perſon ſo refuſing, unto me. Herein you 
« are | 


. ᷣͤ —— An Y 
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« are not to fail. Given, at Cheſter, under 


„ my hand and ſeal at arms, this 4th day of 
« March, 1644. | 
« Mavrict.” 
THE PROTESTATION. 

« I A. B. do vow and proteſt, in the pte- 
« ſence of Almighty God, that I believe in 
& my heart, that the Earl of Eſſex, Sir Vn. 
&« Brereton, and Sir Thomas Middleton, and 
« all their party and adherents, are in aRuat 


« rebellion againſt the King ; and that I will, 
% with myſelf, life, and fortune, and to the 


< utmoſt of my power, maintain and defend 
* his Majeſty's cauſe againſt the ſaid rebels, 
« andall others who are now in arms, without 
4 his Majeſty's expreſs conſent and command 
« and that I will not give, nor, by any privity 
« and conſent, ſuffer to be given, any aid; 


<« affiſtance, or intelligence to the aforeſaid | 


< rebels, or any of their parties, to the pre- 
« judice 


* 
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« judice of the ſafety. of this city of Cheſter, | 
« to the betraying of it, or any forces, caſtles, 
« garriſons, or forts, under his Majeſty's 
« expreſs command and government, or any 
4 of his dominions, into the ſaid rebels hands 
« or power. And I do likewiſe, from my 
4 ſoul, abhor the taking of the damnable and 
« late- invented covenant, commonly called 
« the National Covenant, impreſſed by the 
« rebels upon many of his Majeſty's ſubjects: 
« And, to all I have proteſted, I call God ta 
«. witneſs, belieying that I cannot be abſolved 
4 by any power, mental reſervation, or equi - 
« vocation, from this my vom and proteſta- 
“ tion. Sa help me God, and by the con- 
« tents of this book.” 

June 19. Six companies of foot, ani three 
troops of horſe, marched out of the city to 
reconnoitre the enemy in the neighbouring 
quarters; and meeting Captain Clegg, took 

him 
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him and his whole troop priſoners, - and 
brought them to Cher. | 
' Auguſt 18, Sir William Brereton and Co- 
lonel Middleton appeared with their army be- 
fore this city; Colonel Marrow, governor 
of Cheſter, iſſued out of the garriſon z an en- 
gagement, when they came to Crawton-houſe, ' 
where Sir William was ſtationed, took place, 
and this brave officer received a wound in the 
fight of which he died ſoon after. Many of 
his men were killed and taken priſoners, 
Prince Rupert arrived in Chefter, and the next "| 
morning drew forth two of his beſt regiments 
of horſe, and a party of foot, and engaged 
Sir William, but was forced to retire with 


” | 


* 


great loſs. | | 
In theſe two laſt ſkirmiſhes the enemy had | 
upwards of four hundred men killed and taken 
priſoners. | 
Auguſt a1. Sir William Brereton ſending . 
Ka out 
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out a party from Northwich, they advanced 
as far as Tarvin, and there met with a-party 
of the King's forces ;. but the alarm being 
given to Cheſter, they allied out of the garri- 
ſon, and routed the Parliamentarians, who 
fled over Delamere foreſt with great precipi- 
tation, 

Sept. 8. Sir JVilliam ſent Colonel Jones 
with a party, who fell upon 2000 horſe, of 
Prince Rupert's, near Mulas, and took 140 
horſe, and many officers and ſoldiers z Col. 
Baines, Col, Conyers, three Majors, and 100 
common ſold ers; he alſo routed the whole 
brigade, and forced them to fly back to Che/ter, 
Sir Marmaduke Langdal- was routed in this 
fight. | 
The Council of War, at Nantwich, hav- 
ing received intelligence, from their ſcouts, 
that the garriſon of Bee/lon-ca/?le was in want 
of fuel, and the neceſſaries of life, were de- 

4, 78 termined 
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termined to lay ſtrong ſiege to it; and want- 


ing match“ they deſtroyed one Owens's barn, 


ſituated at the riſe of the hill, for that pur» 
poſe. Their efforts were this time ineffectual. 

Colonel Jones, who commanded the foot, 
Adjutant- general Lowthian, who commanded 
the horſe, at this ſiege, under Sir William 
Brereton, about eight o'clock in the evening 
of September 19, drew off a party of 1300 
horſe and foot, and advanced, by a Nil march, 
to the garriſon of Cheſter. | 

They arrived the next morning before day- 
break, then privately dividing their forces into 
four ſquadrons, ſtormed the outworks, and 
got poſſeſſion, in ſome parts, even before the 
guards were aware of them, 

They now, with a trifling loſs, made them 
ſclves maſters not only of Boughton, but ks." 


wiſe 


* At that time the method of firing guns with 
flint was not diſcovered. 
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wiſe of Foregate-/treet, St. Jobn's church, St. 
Fohn's-ftreet, Love- lane, Barter s- lane, and 
all the eaſtward ſuburbs in the Foregate-ſtreet. 
They alſo got poſſeſſion of the Mayor's houſe, 
and the ſword and mace, which were after 
wards ſent up to the Parliament as a trophy of 
this victory. | 
The garriſon ſuddenly found themſelves in 
a very confined ſituation, having nothing but 
the city walls for their defence; and what 
ſtill added more to the terror and conſterna- 
tion of the inhabitants within, the enemy, 
being encouraged by their late ſucceſs, in the 
courſe of that day made a briſk and vigorous 
attack on the city, but without doing any 
material injury to either party. | 
Each inhabitant was now forced to take up 
arms in defence of himſelf and his family. 
Horror and diſmay were depicted on every | 
E2 ' countenance, 
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countenance, being now in a continual We 


of famine or the ſword. : 

Sept. 21. The Lancaſhire. rebels croſſed 
the Merſey into Wirrail, took a great piece 
of ordnance, and ſixty priſoners, . belonging 
to Cheſter. 

Otiober 20. Mejor Croxton and Captain 
Lane, with their companies and a troop of 
horſe, went to Farn, where. Capt. Egerton 
and a party were quartered,. ſlew a few men, 
and took about fifty priſoners. \ 

Dec. 7. A party of ſoldiers, lodged by, 
Sir William Brereton at Ouens's houſe, at 
Begſton, were attacked by forty of the garri- 
ſon, who, under ſhelter of the night, ſallied 
out, ſet the houſe on fire, deſtroyed them all 
except two old men, whom they took pri- 
ſoners to the caſtle, x 

Jan. 9. A detachment from Che/ter came 

o 


— 
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to Tattenhall, and took many of Col. Leigh's 
borſes, arms, and men. | 
| 1645 

Fan. 11, Colonel Brock's troops, . 
who were quartered at Barrow, were, by the 
fame men, ſurprized, and many taken with 
their horſes and arms. 3 

Sunday, Jan. 26. The Lancaſhire and 
Cheſhire Parliament forces marched towards 
Chefler, thinking to join their party quartered 
there, and ſtorm the city ; but, fortunately 
for the citizens,. they had been informed of 
their intention by a deſerter from the enemy, 
and, when: they arrived, were ready to receive 
them: The enemy pereeiving, by the light 
of the matches, that the walls were well gar- 
riſoned, made a haſty retreat. 

Fan. 28. Two thouſand horſe and foot 
marched out of Wirral, eroſſed a ford into 
Males, paſſed by Hawarden caſtle, and came 
to Holt; the ſoldiers retired into the caſtle, 
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and the enemy opening the bridge that led 
into Farn, made themſelves a free paſſage 
into Cheſhire, „ 
The ſame week they entered Hrexham, in 
which they converted the church (which 
ſtructure for its elegance ſtands unrivalled in 
this part of the country) into a ſtable for their 
horſes. | 
Being informed that Ruthin was garriſoned 
with a number of the King's forces, they di- 
rected their march thither; but the garriſon, 
being apprized of their intentions, imme- 
diately guarded the caſtle, and ſent a detach- | 
ment to Denbigh, for ſear of them ſuprizing 
that fortreſs. They took poſſeſſion of the 
town, and, of courſe, plundered the inhabi- 
tants, but did not remain long here, returning 
to Wrexham. | 
They next followed Prince Maurice, who 
had marched with his army towards Chirt 
caſtle, 
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caſtle, but fearful of him entering Cheſhire 
and raiſing the ſiege of Beefton, they gave up 
their purſuit. | 

Feb. 20. The Prince, wiſhing to enter 
Cheſhire, came to Chefter ; the Parliament 
army oppoſed him; he then retreated to Holt, 
made a bridge of boats over the river, under 
the walls of the caftle, and, with about 500 
men, came over into Cheſhire, but was ſoon 
repulſed by the enemy's ſuperior force. He 
ſeveral times afterwards attempted it, but 
without ſucceſs. 

March 17, Prince Maurice and Prince 
Rupert came, with'great force, and relieved 
the garriſon at Beeſton, which had been for 
ſome time again beſieged by the enemy. The 
following day the ſoldiers plundered the pariſh. 
of Bunbury exceedingly, and ſet Beeſton-hall 
on fire. . N 

About this time, the enemy, by degrees, 

ſurrounded 
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ſurrounded Cheſter, placing garriſons 2t Hook, 


Rowton, Huntingdon, Eccleſton, Iron- bridge, 


Upton, &c. and alſo about Beeſton caſtle, 
where they began to raiſe a large mount, en- 
compaſſed by a deep ditch, and ramparts 
thereon, which were almoſt finiſhed, when 
chere was a report that the King, with his 
army, were marching into this county, upon 
which the enemy fled to Nantwich. 
But his Majeſty advanced no further than 


Drayton, which place he left May 24, and 


directed his march towards Uttoxeter, | 

-Ducing-the time the enemy remained in 
Nantwich, the garriſon of Beeſton (allied forth 
to Ridley-hall, in that neighbourhood, garri- 
riſoned by about ſixteen ſoldiers, placed there 


by the enemy for its defence. They firſt | 
aſſaulted the gatehouſe, but the Parliament 


ſoldiers defended' it bravely, * them, 
. and killed five of their men, | 
But 


— 
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The citizens of Cheſter were not for ſome 
months employed in any particular en- is 
gagement, neither could they. be ſup- 
poſed to be in a ſtate of inactivity, when the 
enemy had poſſeſſion of their outworks, and 
were quartered at their gates: but what a 
change to both parties | when they received 
intelligence of the King's departure from 
Hereford : and being upon the road. with his 
forces to this city. The garriſon now, in 
their turn, looked upon the enemy as already 
in their power. 

Sept. 26. His Majeſty arrived at Ehirk 
caltle, and remained there with the forces 
during that night: and the next morning 
detached Sir Marmaduke Langdale with moſt 
of the horſe, over Holt bridge, that they might 
be on the Cheſhire ſide of the River Dee; 
intending that Sir Marmaduke ſhould come 
upon them in the rear, and that all the forces 

+ 
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in the town ſhould oy out, and ſo ineloſe 
them. 

The King, with his guards, and Lord 
Gerrard with the' remainder of the horſe, 
marched this evening into the city, amidſt 
the ſhouts and acclamations of the foldiers 
and citizens, His Majeſty lodged at Sit 
Francis Gammul's in the Lower Bi idge-ſtreet, 
oppoſite St. Olave's Church, 

Thus the ſituation of the garriſon at pre- 
ſent wore a very promiſing appearance; and 
that evening, Sir armaduke having paſſed. 
the River at Holt, drew up his forces upon 
Rowton heath, two miles eaſt of this city, 
Major General Poyntz, who had marched a 
much ſhorter way, after he was informed of 
the King's taking this route (and was advanced, 
| as far as V hitehureh) ſent a letter to the par- 


liament commander, before this city; inform- 


ing him, that he was come to their reſcue, 
and 
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and deſiring him to ſend ſome foot to aſſiſt 
him againſt the King's - horſe. . This letter 
Sir Marmaduke intercepted, and en ac- 
cordingly. | 
Sept. 27. Early this morning Poyntz ad- 
vanced near this city, and was engaged by Sir 
Marmaduke with ſuch reſolution that he was 
forced to retire with loſs: notwithſtanding 
this, he drew up his men again, and kept at a 
diſtance, in expectation of the arrival of the 
forces from before the city, to whom he bad 
diſpatched a ſecond courier. During this 
time the garriſon of Che/ter, not conſidering, 
till it was too late, how Sir Marmaduke was 
ſituated, and there being no regular intelli- 
gence between him and Lord Gerard, ſent 
him orders to retreat towards Che/ter, where 
ſome foot, drawn up under the command cf 
Lord Alley and Sir Thomas Glenham, ſhould 


be ready to ſupport him. Sir Marmaduke 
F2 could 
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could not obey theſe orders: for if he had pro- 
ceeded towards the 'city, Poyntz undoubtedly 
would have fallen on his rear. About noon 
colonel Jones and adjutant general Louthian, 
having drawn out 500 horſe and 300 foot 
from before the city, began to march in haſte : 
which cauſed thoſe in the garriſon to imagine 
that they were on their flight; and preſently 
moſt of the horſe and foot had orders to purſue 
them. They fallied out through the Vorth- 
gate, and ſo by Floakerſbrook, (the direct way 
through the Zaftgate being blocked up by 
the beſtegers) but it afterwards appeared that 
their ſuppoſed flight was an eager hafte to 


join colonel Poyntz: who now perceiving 
colonel Fones's men coming towards him, 
and having rallied his troops, immediately ad- 
vanced upon vir Marmaduke ; and then = 
moſt furious encounter took place, Now Sir 
Marmaduke having to engage Peyntz in the 


front, 
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front, and Jones 's reinforcement having fallen 
upon his rear, aſter having fought bravely, was 
at length overpowered, routed, and forced to 
retire towards Cheſter, Poyntz purſues his 
victory, following moſt of the hotſe even to 
the walls of Che/ter, near which Lord Gerard 
and the Earl of Lindſey were drawn out with 
their troops, who charged and repulſed him ; 
but thoſe diſorder'd horſe which fled with Sir 
Marmaduke, had crowded up all the little paſ- 
ſes and narrow lanes between Hoe heath and 
the city, a ground quite unfit for horſe to fight 
upon; ſo that when a freſh body of the ene- 
my's muſqueteers charged reſolutely upon 
them, they forced the King's horſe to turn, 
and rout one another, and overbear their own 
officer who would have reſtrained them. The 
King's routed horſe were ſcattered about the 
country, ſeveral made for Holt bridge, others 
ventured to croſs the river at Boughton 

ford; 
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ford ; for Poyntz, being ſufficiently ſatisfied 
with that day's ſucceſs, purſued them no ſur- 
ther. f f 

During the time of this battle, his Majeſty, 
attended by the Mayor, Sir Francis Gamull, 
and alderman Cowper, had the mortification 
of ſecing his army routed, from the leads of 
the Phenix-tower. | : | 

In this battle many gentlemen and officers 
of diſtinction loſt their lives, or were taken 
priſoners. By computation not Jeſs than 600 
men were killed on both ſides. 

His Majeſty remained that night and the 
next morning in this city, and before his de- 
parture gave orders to Lord Byron, then go- 
vernor, and to his commiſſioners, © If after 
« ten days they ſaw no proſpect of future- 
« relief, to treat ſor their own preſervation,” 
Though, at the ſame time he imagined the 

city 
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city muſt ſurrender, even before he could ſe- 
cure his own perſon. | 

Sept. 28. The King marched over Dee- 
bridge with 500 horſe, and, not without ſome. 
danger paſſed into Wales, and arrived that 
evening at Denbigh caſtle, attended by Sir 
Francis Gamull, capt, Thropp, and alderman - 
Cowper, 

They remained with the King two days, 
when theſe loyal citizens took a fad and final 
leave of their ſovereign; and on their return 
to Chefter found it, if poſſible, in a more dif. 
treſſed ſituation than when they leſt it: for on 
that morning, about four o'clock, the enemy 
had again forced the works at Boughton, 
(which at the laſt battle they were obliged to 
quit) and repoſſeſſed themſelves of all that 
part of the town without the Eaſtgate. The 
citizens, tho* again confined within the nar- 
row compaſs of their own walls, earneſtly ap- 
plied themſclves in deſence of the city. Set, 
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Sept. 29, 1645. The beſiegers made a 
breach in the walls near the Newgate, by the 
battery of 150 cannon ſhot, and at night 
made a briſk aſſault upon the breach in the 
wall, near the Newgate, They likewiſe at- 

tempted to mount the walls with ſcaling lad- 
| ders: but ſome officers and ſoldiers. were 
hauled over the walls, ſome of the ladders 
were dragged over, and many of the aſſailants 
thrown down and killed, and the reſt forced 
to give over the attack. 

Od. 1, 1645. The enemy removed their 
battery, and planted thirteen pieces of cannon 
againſt the Eaſtgate, and played them furiouſly 
all that day, but with little or no damage to 
the city. | 

Early the next morning the citizens fallied , 
out, diſmounted more of their cannon, killed 
ſeven or eight men, and brought in a lieute- 


nant and an engineer, priſoners, 


Od. | 
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OF. 4. The beſiegers removed their 
great ordnance, and planted four large pieces 
againſt the walls 'between the Northgate and 
the New-tower, where the beſieged had ſome 
cannon planted on Morgan mount. E 

All Sunday the enemy played their artillery 
ſo violently, that they beat down ſome of the 
battlements, and forced the King's ſoldiers to 
retire from the walls: they likewiſe, by a ſhot, 
ſhattered the carriage of one of the largeſt 
cannon, which in the fall had two feet of the 
muzzle broke off. That night the beſieged 
repaired the damages, and made entrench- 
ments in the Lady Barrow's Hey,* which 
they found to be very ſerviceable in the 
defence of that part of the city. 

O. 6, 1645. The enemy removed theic 
ordnance about ſix roods downwards, neareſt 
G to 


* A field extending from the North ſide of the 
. ume to the Rope-Walk, 
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to the New-tower, without any great effect. 
The day following they raiſed a battery on 
the Brewers- Hall Hill, endeavouring with 
thoſe cannon to clear the line within the city. 
The enemy's horſe in the evening drew up 
and ſurrounded the town. About five o'clock 
a violent aſſault was made in ſeveral places : 
the battlements were reſolutely attacked, and 
as reſolutely defended. The battle was far a 
long time doubtful ; great courage and perſe- 
verance appeared on both ſides: at length 
the aſſailants having with great difficulty 
gained the top of the walls, were beat off, 
thrown down, and killed. The beſieged, 
dragged up ſeveral fcaling ladders over the 
walls, and took a conſiderable number af, 
arms, which the enemy had left in their flight. 
The beſiegers after this defeat gave up their. 
intention of ſtorming the city ; and changed 
the ſiege into a cloſe blockade: in order to 
{ubdue 
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fubdue thoſe by famine, who, to their honour, 
be it recorded, could not be overcome T” 
force. 

Nov. 16. Beefton Caſtle had likewiſe been 
beſieged for eighteen weeks paſt, after the 
beſieged had been long under the dreadful 
neceſſity of eating cats, &c. 

The Governor (colonel Ballard) in com- 
paſſion to his ſoldiers, conſented to beat a 
parley; whereupon a treaty followed : and 
they obtained (even beyond expectation in 
ſuch extremity) the following very honorable 


conditions. 

To march out, the Governor 4 Officers 
with horſes and arms, colours flying, drums 
beating, matches lighted,* a proportion of + 
powdet and ball, ant! a convoy to guard them 
to Flint caſtle. This day being Sunday, the 

a G 2 caſtle 


* At that time uſed to fre off their pieces, inſtead 
of flints, | 
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caſtle was ſurrendered, and the garriſon, re- 
duced to ſixty men, marched out. 


Many traces of ditches, trenches, and 
vther military works, are ſtill diſcernable in 
the grounds about the Cle. 

The beſieged in Cheſter, finding themſelves 
much annoyed by a floating bridge over the 
river, near Boxghton, had recourſe to the fol- 
lowing contrivance for the purpoſe of deſtroy- 


ing it. 
They provided two boats filled with combul- 
üble matters, and upon a day when there was 


a ſpring tide, turned them adrift up the river, 
to be carried by the tide to the enemy's bridge: 
where they arrived, and the trains took fire, 
but by the dilligence of their guards, no great 
damage was done, | 
The garriſon, diſappointed at their ſcheme 
not taking effect, in the courſe of that day 
made 
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made a briſk ſally out of the city, with 50 
horſe and 200 foot, to engage them: but 
being overpowered, it was thought adviſeable 
to retire within the walls: and few were 
killed on either fide. 

Nev. 27. Sir William Brereton ſent pro- 
poſals to the beſieged; but Lord Byron and 
the commiſſieners inſiſted upon ſuch terms: 
as Sir William would not by any means com- 
ply with. 

Dec. 10. The parliament ſent orders to 
colonel Booth (who had juſt reduced Latham 
houſe) to march with the Lancaſhire forces 
to Chefter, to join Sir William Brereton. 

Accordingly a few days: after they arrived, 
to the great conſternation: of them within, 
and the joy of thoſe without the walls: and 
immediately ſuch diſpoſitions were made, that 
the city was quite * — 8 
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The enemy, now numerous, guarded with 
ſufficient force every gate and avenue to the 
city; which ſoon occafioned a fcarcity of 
proviſions, 

In the beginning of January, thefe brave 
citizens began to want the common necefla« 
ries of life z Which occaſtoned . diſcontents 
and murmurings, almoft to a mutiny : and 
the few diſaffected that remained within the 
walls, inſinuated to the people, that notwith- 
ſtanding the miſery they were in, the gover- 
nor and commiſſioners themſelves lived well. 

To obviate this wicked aſperſion, entirely 
void of foundation, Lord Byron, and ſome of 
the commiſſioners, took opportunity, ſeverally, 
to invite the chiefs of the malcontents to 
dine with them, entertained them with boiled 


wheat, and gave them ſpring water to wath. it 
down ; ſolemnly affuring them, that ſuch a 
repaft as this had been their fare for ſome 
time paſt, . Whea 
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When the citizens were informed of this, 
they all ſeemed inſpired with the ſame reſolu- 
tion, to ſupport them with their lives, and to 
hold out to the laſt extremity. 

Jan. 10. Sir William Brereton (ent a 
threatening ſummons to the commanders; to 
which, in the courſe of five days, they ſent 
no anſwer. Sir William then ſent another 
ſummons to them, peremptorily requiring 
them to anſwer it that day. 

The commanders then thought proper to 
ſend an anſwer, offering -to come to a treaty, 
if the king did not relieve them in twelve 
days, deſiring a paſs to ſend bim an expreſs. 
But this was not complied with. 

In reſpe& to proviſion, the beſieged were 
now in a far worſe ſituation than ever, being 
obliged to keep themſelves alive by feeding 
upon horſes, dogs and cats; to ſuch a dread- 
ful * were they reduced. Yet by the 

judicious 
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judicious management of the governor, and 
the commiſſioners, both the town and gar- 
riſon were contented, whilſt there was the 
leaſt probability of relief. 

They refuſed nine ſeveral ſummonſes ; 
nor till they had received undoubted aſſurance 
that there were no'hopes of any ſuccour, did 
they anſwer the tenth : then, and not till 
then, they conſented to a treaty, previous to 
which the following letters paſſed between 
the commanders : | | 

« My Lord, 

« cannot ſend you ſuch propoſitions as 
ct have formerly been rejected, every day pro- 
« ducing loſs of blood, and expence of trea- 
« ſure; neither will I trouble myſelf with 
« anſwering the particulars of your unparal- 
ce jeled demands; to which, if I ſhould ſuit mine, 
« I ſhould require no leſs than yourſelf, and all 
* the officers and commanders to he my pri- 
« ſoners, 
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« ſoners, and the reſt to ſubmit to mercy. 
« Yet to witneſs my deſires for the preſerva- 
« tion of the city, I bave, upon ſerious con- 
« ſideration and debate, thought fit to tender 
« theſe incloſed conditions, conceived condu- 
« cible to the welfare of the city and coun- 
« tries adjacent; for the perfecting whereof I 
« am content commiſſioners meet, and have 
« oiven commiſſion to theſe gentlemen to 
« receive your anſwer in writing to theſe pro- 
« poſitions of mine herewith ſent, touching 
« which I ſhall not be ſo ſcrupulous as to de- 
« mand their return, not valuing to what 
view they may be expoſed ; therefore, they 
et are left with you, if you pleaſe, and I re- 


main 


Cheſter Suburbs, * Your Servant, | 
Jan. 26, 1646. „ WX. BRERRTON.“ 
To this my Lord that day returned, that 
he could not at preſent give a full anſwer, in 
H regard 
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regard that he muſt conſult the gentlemen 
Joined in the commiſſion with him ; however, 
the next day he ſent his anſwer, thus: 
4 Sir, 
& Thoſe demands of mine, which you term 
« unparalleled, have been heretofore granted 
« by far greater commanders than yourſelf, no 
« diſparagement to you, to places in a far 
« worſe condition than, God be thanked, 
« this is. Yet witneſs the Boſe, Breda, and 
« Magſtricht, and as many other towns as 
« have been beleagued either by the Spaniards 
«Kor the Hollanders ; or, to come near York 
« and Carliſle; and neareſt of all, Bee/ton- 
ce caſtle ; and therefore you muſt excuſe me, 
« if, upon the authority of ſo many examples, 
„J have not only propounded, but think fit 
4 to inſiſt upon them, as the ſenſe of all man; 
te nerof people in the city. - As for your conceit 
| « ig 
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« in demanding of myſelf, and the reſt of the 
« commanders and officers, to be your priſon- 
« ers, I would have you know 3 hat we 
« efteem our honour above our lives, that no 


« extremity whatſoever can put ſo mean 
c thoughts into the meaneſt of us all. That 
« to ſubmit to your mercy is by us reckoned 
« amongſt thoſe things, that we intend never 
«to make uſe of.—I am nevertheleſs ſtill 
« content that the commiſſioners, whoſe names 
41 formerly tendered unto you, meet with 
« ſuch as you ſhall appoint, in any indifferent 
« place, to treat upon honourable conditions; 
« and deſire you to aſſure yourſelf, that no 
« other will be aſſented unto, by 
| Cheſter-Caſtle, „ Your Servant, 
Jan. 27, 1646. JohN BYRON.” 
To which Sir William Brereton ſent the 
following reply : | 
H 2 « My 
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« My Lord, | 

« | cannot believe that you conceive the 
« war betwixt the Hollanders and Spamards 
« is to be made a precedent for us; neither 
« can I believe that fuch conditions as you 
« demand were granted to the Boſe, Breda, 
« or Matſtricht. Sure I am, none ſuch were 
« oiven to York, Carliſle, or Beeſton, though 
« ſome of them were maintained by as great 
&© commanders as yourſelf, and no diſparage- 
« ment to you. I ſhall therefore offer to your 
« conſideration the example of Liverpool, 
« Baſing, and Latham, who, by their refuſal 
of honourable terms when they were pro- 
« pounded, were not long after ſubjected to 
« captivity and the (word, You may, there- | 
« fore, in pity to all thoſe innocents under- 
your command, tender their fafety and pre- 
« ſervation of the city ; for which end I have 


« ſent you fair and honourable conditions, 
« ſuch 
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« ſuch as are the ſenſe of all the officers and 
« ſoldiers with me; which being rejected, 
« you may expect worſe from 
Cheſter Suburbs, e Your Servant, 
Fan. 27, 16465. Wu. BrereTON.” 
It now being thought adviſeable to come to 
a treaty, the Lord Byron fixed upon eighteen 
commiſſioners, and a greater number were 
appointed on behalf of the beſiegers, which 
is taken notice of by Sir William Brereton in 
a letter to the parliament, wherein he ſays, 
«I was the more deſirous to have a number 
« of commiſſioners, that the ſoldiers might 
« be better ſatisfied with that which was agreed 
« unto by their offi. ers; and the officers 
« would be more careful to keep the ſoldiers 
tt to an obſervance of thoſe conditions, which 
« they themſelves had ſigned and ratified.” 


| 
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The ARTICLES of Surrender. 

ARTICLE I. „ They, the Lord Byron, 
ce and all noblemen, commanders, officers, 
« pentlemen, ſoldiers, and all other perſons 
« whatever, now reſiding in the city of Cheſter, 
« and the Caſtile and fort thereof, ſhall have 
* liberty to march out of the ſaid city, caſtle, 
« and fort, with all their apparel whatſoever, 
cc and no other, or more goods, horſes, or 
« arms, than are hereafter-mentioned, viz, 
e The Lord Byron with his horſe and arms, 
« and ten men with their horſes and- arms, tq 
cc attend him; alſo his lady and ſervants, two 
« coaches, and four horſes in each of them, 
« for the accommodation of them and fuch 


« other ladies and gentlemen as the ſaid lord 
« Byron ſhall think meet; with eighty of the 
 « (aid lord's books, and all his deeds and evi- 
« dences, manuſcripts and writings in his poſ- 
« ſeſſion. And the faid lord and lady, nor any 

« of 
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« of his attendants, ſhall carry amongſt them 
« all above forty pounds in money, and twen- 
« ty pounds in plate. The reſt of the noble- 
« men, with their ladies ang ſervants, to 
« march with their horſes, each of the ſaid 
« lords attended with four men, their horſes . 
« and arms; and every ſuch nobleman carry- 
« ing with him not above thirty pounds in 
« money, Every knight and colonel to 
march with faur men, their horſes and 
« arms ; no ſuch knight ar colonet to carry | 
« with him above ten pounds in money. 
« Every lieutenant colonel, major, and cap- 
“ tain of horſe, with one man, their . horſes 
« and arms; and ſuch lieutenant colonel, 
* major and Captain, not to carry with 
« him above five pounds in money, Every 
captain of foot, eſquire, graduate, preaching | 
« miniſter, gentleman of quality, the advocate 
« and ſecretary of the army, every of them 

with 
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« with his own horſe and ſword, the miniſters 
« without ſwords; none of them carrying 
te with him above fifty ſhillings ; and the mi- 
“ niſters to have all their own manuſcripts, 
t notes and evidences. Lieutenants, cornets, 
c enſigns, and other inferior officers in com- 
© miſſion, on foot, with every man his own 
& ſword, and not above twenty ſhillings in 
c“ money. All troopers, ſoldiers, gun-powder- 
« makers, cannoniers, and all others not 
« before-mentioned, to march without horſe 
te or arms; and that none of the ſaid perſons 
« before-mentioned ſhall, in their march, after 
« they are out of the city and liberties thereof, 
ce be plundered, ſearched, or moleſted. | 

64 Il. That all women of what degree ſo- 
« ever, that pleaſe to march out of the city, 
„ ſhall have all their apparel with them; and i 
« ſuch officers wives whoſe huſbands are pri- 
« ſoners, or abſent, may carry ſuch ſums of 


«c m oney 
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c money. with them as are allowed by theſe ar- 
« ticles to commanders, officers, or gentlemen, 
« of their huſbands qualities, and no more. 

« III. That none of the commanders, 
« or any other, at or, before their marching 
« out of the city, caſtle, or fort, injure or 
te plunder the goods or arms of any perſon, 
« nor carry any thing away out of the city, 
« caſtle, or fort, but what is their own, 
« and hereby allowed, | 
IV. That all citizens and others now 
« reſiding within the city, ſhall be ſaved and 
& ſecured in their perſons, and their goods 
« and eſtates within the city and liberties 
« thereof, be preſerved and kept from the plun- 
tt der and violence of the ſoldiers; and have 
ce the like freedom of trade as other towns un- 
« der the parliament protection have, and ſuch 
« immunities as they of right ought to have. 
« And that every ſuch merchant and tradeſ- 
I dc man 
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„ man of Cheſter, as ſhall deſire to go into 
* North-Wales to look after his goods, mall 
4 have a paſs to go thither and return back 
« again, he firſt giving fecurity, that during 
« his abſence he will do no act to the prejudice 
« 'of the parliament; and that no ſuch perſon 
« ſhall at any time, without licence, carry | 
« more with him than ſufficient to defray the 
ce charges of his journey. And that all citi- 
© Zens, and other inhabitants, (who ſhall 
© now or hereafter deſire to march out of the 
« city of Chefer, and not act any thing againſt 
« the parliament) their wives and families 
« ſhall have the benefits and privileges of 
“ inhabitants. 

„V. That ſuch officers or ſoldiers as. 
ce ſhall be left ſick or wounded within the city 
« of Cheſter, or the caſtle, or 'forts thereof, 
* ſhall have liberty to ſtay till their recovery, 
« and have paſſes or convoy to any of the 

| 4 king's 
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King's garriſons not blocked up, in the mean 


« time to be provided for, 

„VI. That the ſaid Lord Byron, * 
« men, commanders, gentlemen, officers, 
and ſoldiers, and all others that ſhall march 
« out of the town, ſhall have liberty to march 
« to Conway, and five days allowed them to 
< march thither, with a convoy of two hun- 
« dred horſe; the Welſb officers and ſoldiers 
© ſhall have liberty to go to their own homes 
« all of. them to have free quarters on their 
« march, and twelve carriages if they ſhall 
« have occaſion to uſe ſo many, which car- 
* riages are to be returned on the ſixth .day, 
« and that paſſes be given them for their ſafe 
« return to Cheſter, and that they be ſecured 
tc until they return thither, 

« VII. That no ſoldier on his march ſhall, 
< be inveigled or enticed from his colours or 


I 2 4 command, 
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« command, with any promiſe or inducement 
« whatſoever. 

« VIII That all ſuch perſons, citizens or 
s gf others, who have families in Cheſter, and 
« are now in places remote, ſhall have the 
« like benefit of theſe articles, as thoſe who 
« are now reſident in the city, | 

„IX. That the friends of the earls of 
« Derby and Lichfield, or any of 'thoſe whoſe 
« dead bedies are not yet interred in Cheſter, 
« ſhall have two months time to fetch them 
« thence whither they pleaſe, provided that 
« none of them come attended with above 
« twenty horſes. 

„X. That no church within the city, or 
< evidence, or writings belonging to the fame, 
« ſhall be deſaced. : 

« XI. That ſuch Iriſh as were born of 
< Iriſh parents, and have taken part with the 

« rebels 
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* rebels in Ireland, now ia the city, ſhall be. 
« priſoners. 
XII. That all thoſe horſes and arms be- 
« longing to thoſe that march out, and not by 
« theſe articles allowed to be taken and carried 
„out of the city, except ſuch horſes as are 
« the proper goods of the citizens and inha- 
« bitants that ſhall remain in the city before 
« the delivery of the ſame, be brought, the 
« horſes into the Caſt/e-court, and the arms 
« into the Shire-hall, where officers ſhall be 
« appointed to receive them. 
« XIII. That in conſideration of this, 
« the ſaid city and caſtle without any lighting 
« or deſacing thereof, with all the ordnance, 
« arms, amunition, and all other furniture and 
« proviſion of war therein whatſoever, except 
c what is allowed to be carried away, and all 
« the records in the caſtle without diminution, 
« embezzling or defacing, be delivered to the 
| ſaid 
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« ſaid Sir 7/illiom Brereton, or ſuch as be 
% ſhall appoint, for the uſe of the king and 
« parliament, upon Tueſday next, being the 
third of this inſtant February, 1646, by te ten 
« Oclock in the forenoon. 

« XIV. That the fort, with all ordnance, 
« arms, ammunition, and proviſions therein, of 
« what fort whatſoever, not firmly granted or 
© allowed upon the ſigning theſe articles, be 
« delivered to Sir William Brereton, or ſuch 
« as he ſhall appoint. 

«XV. That upon ligning theſe articles, | 
cc all priſoners in the city, caſtle, or fort, that 
« have been in arms for the parliament, or | 
«impriſoned for adhering thereunto, ſhall im- | 
* mediately be at liberty. | 

XVI. That the convoys ſhall not receive . 
« any injury on their journey, going or com- | 
ing back, and ſhall have three days allowed 
for their return. | | 

« XVII 
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* XVII. That if any perſons concerned 
« in any of theſe articles, ſtall violate any 
« part of them, ſuch perſons ſhall loſe the be- 
« nefit of the ſaid articles. 

« XVIII. That upon ſigning of the arti- 
« cles, ſufficient hoſtages (ſuch as ſhall be ap- 
« proved of) be given for the performance of 
« the ſaid articles. Signed by us the commiſ- 
« ſioners appointed. on the behalf of the right 
« honourable lord Byron. 

« Edmund Verney, Fohn Robinſon, Thomas 
« Cholmondeley, Peter Griffith, Henry Leigh, - 
« Thomas Thropp, Chriſtopher Bleaſe, Mil-. 
« liam Ince, John Werden, John . obnſon, 
« Edmund Moreton, Thomas Bridge. 

« What is done by the commiſſioners is 
ti confirmed by J. BYRON,” 

Purſuant to this, the brave and loyal city 
of Cheſter, which had held out twenty weeks 
beyond expectation, being now ſubdued by 

famine 
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famine only, was upon the third day of Fe- 
bruary, 1645, ſurrendered up to the parlia- 
ment forces ; who immediately took poſſeſhon 
of it: and ſoon after two thouſand arms, and 
five hundred and twenty head pieces were 
'brought into the caſtle, agrecably to the 14th 
article of the treaty. 

February 6th, 1645-6. Three days after- 
wards, orders came down from the parliament 
to regulate the garrifon, and to appoint alder- 
man William Edwards to be colonel of the, 
regiment, and mayor of the city of Chefter, 

until the time of electing a new mayor, which 


ſhould not be until the year 1647. 

At the ſame time the ſword and mace were 
reſtored to the city, the high-croſs pulled 
down, and the fonts taken away out of the 
pariſh churches in Cheſter. - 

October 1ſt, 1646. The parliament dif- 
placed the perſons hereafter named from being 

juſtices 
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juſtices of the peace, aldermen, ſheriffs-peers, 
and common-council-men, by a public ordi- 
nance, which recited, that theſe delinquents 
had been in arms, or had otherwiſe been violent 
fomenters of theſe unnatural wars againſt the 
parliament, viz. | 

Charles Walley, mayor, Nicholas Ince, Randle 
Holme, Francis Gamull, Sir Robert Brerewood, 
Thomas Smith, Richard Dutton, Robert Sproſ- 
ton, aldermen and juſtices of the peace. 

James Earl of Derby, John Earl Rivers, 
Richard Breſter, Thomas Savage, aldermen. 

Humphrey Phillips, Edward Hulton, Thomas 
Weſton, Richard Wright, Humphrey Lloyd, 
Richard Taylor, and Arthur Walley, ſheriffs- 
peers and common- council- men. 

The city ſuffered much during this ſiege; 
the lands were all mortgaged, the funds quite 
exhauſted, and the churches (particularly St. 

3 FJuabn's 
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Fohn's, being ſo long in the poſſeſſion of the 
enemy) were much damaged. 
The following buildings were moſt of them 


deſtroyed, by the garriſon, to prevent them 
being a ſhelter to the enemy :— The chapel 
in Spital- Houghton, and all the houſes and out- 
houſes thereabout, all the manſion-houſes and 
other edifices near the Bars, many dwelling- 
houſes in the Foregate:ſireet, Cow-lane, and 
about St. John's church, and the Janes adja- 
cent. The Further Nerthgate-ftreet, with 
all its lanes, and the chapel of St. John, were 
burnt down to the ground ; from Dee-bridge, 
all the ſuburbs of Handbridęe, with the lanes, 
barns, and buildings thereunto adjoining, wete 
all pulled down, The Wet-glovers work- 
houſes, under the Vall, near the Bridge, 
were all demoliſhed ; as were likewiſe the fol- 
lowing halls, and manſion-houſes, in and near 


the city :—Brewers-hall, over the water, fa- 
ing 
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cing the Watergate; Bach- hall, belonging to 
Mr. Whitby ; Blacon- ball, with the dairy- 
houſe, Sir Randle Crewe's ; Overkigh-ball, 


near Handbridge, belonging to Mr. EH; 


MAuns-hall, Sir Wilkam Breretm's ; Dutton- 
Ball, Northgate-flreet, Mr. Jolly's; Flookerſ- 


brook-ball, Mr. Thomas Smith's ; Hoole-hall, 


belonging to Mr. Bunbury ; Bretton-hall, Mr. 
Ravenſcroft's ; the hall in St. John's church- 
yard, Lord Cholmondeley's ; Mr. William Ga- 
mulls houſe; and Mr. Fohn Werden's, near 
the Newgate. 


— —ͤ— rg 


ABOUT Midſummer, 1648, the plague 
raged ſo violently in Oger, that more than 
two thouſand of thoſe unfortunate citizens died 
of this dreadful diſeaſe, The city, in the 
courſe of a ſhort time, became fo deſerted that 
graſs grew in the principal ſtreets, | 


K 2 The 
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The parliament, being apprized of the mi- 
ſerable ſituation of the inhabitants, made the 
following order :— 1 

« Whereas Cheſter is acievoully viſited with 
« the peſtilence, very few families being clear, 
* by reaſon whereof almoſt all perſons of 
& ability have left the ſaid city, there remain- 
“ing, for the moſt part, only the poor, who 
« are altogether deprived of trading, and if 
te not preſently relieved, are like to periſh for 
« want, and endanger the infecting of the ad- 

« jacent counties: And whereas the county 
« of Cheſter is exceedingly impoveriſhed by 
the late war; tis ordered, That the mi- 
« niſters of London and Maſiminiſier, thoſe in 
« the counties of Cheſter, Kent, Suſſex, Surry, 
&« Southampton, Middleſex, Eſſex, Hereford, 
« Cambridge, Suffolk, and Norfolk, do, next 
« Lord's day, after the receipt of this ordi- 
« nance, earneſtly move their people to con- 

3 tribute 
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« tribute for the relief of the ſaid diſtreſſed 


« inhabitants.” 

In Auguſe, 1648, Captain Oldham and Lieu- 
tenant A/hton were ſeized, upon a ſtrong ſuſe 
picion of having a deſign of ſcizing the garti- 
ſon for the uſe of the King; in a ſhort time 


after, they were tried, and condemned to be 


' ſhot in the Corn-market. 
At the place of execution Oldham confeſſed 
that a diſappointment of ſome military prefer- 


* 


ment was the cauſe of his revolting; and, at 


the ſame time, declared, that the principal 
citizens, who had been ſuſpeCted, were no 
ways concerned in the affair. | 


The others contrivers of this buſineſs, being 


priſoners of war, were referred to the General. 


Sir George Booth, a perſon of one of the 


beſt fortunes in Cheſhire, in 1659, undertook 


to poſſeſs himſelf of the city and caſtle of 
Chefter, for the uſe of the King. 


Alſo - 
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Alſo Sir Thomas Middleton (who, as well 
as Sir George Booth, had been in the ſervice of 
the parliament) being a man poſſeſſed of as 
much intereſt in North Wales as Sir George 
in Cheſhire, was ready to join with him; and 
both of them to unite, entirely with the * D 
party, in theſe counties, 

Accordingly, the time being fixed, about 
the middle of Fuly, Sir George advanced to- 
wards Cheſter, and arrived, at the rendezvous, 
within four or five miles of the city, the night 
before. | 
This night there fell exceſſive rain with-a 
cold high wind, that it was univerſally allowed 
that ſo great ſtorm was ſeldom known in 
Winter, which was very extraordinary at this 
ſeaſon of the year, and which cauſed to the- 
troops much diſtreſs and confuſion. 

Sir George Booth came there in perſon, with 
a good troop of horſe, which he brought with 

him, 
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him, and ſound many more, though (owing 
to the tempeſtuouſneſs of the night) not ſo 
many as he expected. 

In the courſe of the night Sir Thomas Mid- 
aleton joined Sir George with his forces, and, 
early in the morning, they marched into 
Cheſter, with a ſufficient force to ſuppreſs all 
thoſe who had any inclination to oppoſe them. 

They then publiſhed their declaration rather 
againſt thoſe who called themſelves the Par- 
liament, and uſurped the government by the 
power of the army, than owning directly the 
King's intereſt, 

They ſaid, & That ſince God had ſuffered 
« the ſpirit of diviſion to continue in this na- 
« tion, which was left without any ſettled. 
« foundation of religion, liberty, and property; 
« the legiſlative power uſurped at pleaſure; 
« the army, raiſed for its defence, miſled by 
« their ſuperior officers ; and no face of go- 

vernment 
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« yernment remaining that was lawfully con- 
« ſtituted ; therefore they, being ſenſible of 
e their duty and utter ruin, if theſe diſtrac- 
« tions ſhould continue, had taken up arms 
e in vindication of the freedom of parliaments, 
of the known laws, liberty, and property, 
and of the good people of this nation, groan- 
ce ing under inſupportable taxes; that they can- 
&© not deſpair of the bleſſing of God, nor of 
the chearful concurrence of all good people, 
% and of the undeceived part of the army, 
<« .whoſe arrears and future advancement they 
« would procure, ſuffering no impoſition or 
c“ force on any man's conſcience,” 

But though they mentioned nothing of his 
Majeſty, in expreſs terms, they gave all coun- 
tenance, and reception, and all imaginable 
aſſurance, to the King's party, who had direc- 
tions from the King to concur, and to unite 


themſelves to them, 


The 
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The parliament immediately ſent an army, 
under the command of Colonel Lambert, who 
made ſuch incredible haſte, in coming down, 
that Sir George Booth found that he was not 
within leſs than a day's march before, he 
thought, he could have been half the way. | 

Sir George himſelf had not been acquainted - 
with war, and the officers, who were with 
| him, were not of one mind or humour, yet 
| / all were deſirous to fight (the natural infirmity 

of the nation, which could never endure the . - 
view of an enemy without engaging in a 
battle) and, inſtead of retiring into the town, 
which they might have defended againſt a 
much greater army than Lambert had with 
him, longer than he could ſtay before it, they 
marched to meet him, and were, after a ſhort 
encounter, routed by him, and totally broken; 
ſo that, the next day, the gates of Cheſter 

| L were 
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were opened to Lambert, Sir George Brath 7. 
himſelf made bis flight in a diſguiſe, but he 
was taken, upon the way, and ſent r 

to the Tower. 5 4 
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